1647] RELATION OF 1647 31

inward sadness which I felt at the sight of our earliest
and most ardent Christians of the Hurons. I had
thought that they were to be the pillars of that rising
Church, and I saw them become the victims of death.
The ways closed for a long time to the salvation of so
many peoples, who perish every day for want of
being succored, [67] made me die every hour, in the
depth of my soul. Itis a very hard thing, or rather
very cruel, to see the triumph of the Demons over
whole nations redeemed with so much love, and paid
for in the money of a blood so adorable.

‘“ Eight days after our departure from the shores
of the great river of saint Lawrence, we met two hun-
dred Hiroquois, who were coming in pursuit of the
French and of the Savages, our allies. At this en-
counter we were obliged to sustain a new shock. It
is a belief among those Barbarians that those who go
to war are the more fortunate in proportion as they
are cruel toward their enemies; I assure you that
they made us thoroughly feel the force of that
wretched belief.

‘“ Accordingly, having perceived us, they first
thanked the Sun for having caused us to fall into the
hands of their Fellow-countrymen; they next fired a
salute with a volley of arquebus shots, by way of con-
gratulation for their victory. That done, theysetupa
stage on a hill; then, entering the woods, they seek
sticks or thorns, according to their fancy. Being
thus armed, they form in line,—a hundred on one
side, [68] and a hundred on the other,—and make us
pass, all naked, along that way of fury and anguish;
there is rivalry among them to discharge upon us
the most and the heaviest blows; they made me
march last, that I might be more exposed to their



